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38,  Holly  Walk, 

Leamington  Spa. 

November,  1957. 

To  the  Council  of  the  Borough  of  Royal  Leamington  Spa 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  seventh  annual 
report,  which  covers  the  year  1956.  A  small  rise  in  population 
again  took  place  and  the  rates  for  births  and  deaths  were 
favourable.  The  common  causes  of  death  were  in  the  usual 
order,  the  largest  group  being  those  concerned  with  diseases 
of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels  or  injuries  to  brain  tissue 
arising  from  the  bursting  or  blockage  of  arteries.  Accidental 
and  violent  deaths  totalled  27,  of  which  7  were  the  result  of 
suicide  and  5  of  motor  vehicle  accidents.  The  remainder  of 
15  miscellaneous  accidents  included  three  in  which  aged 
persons  sustained  fatal  falls  at  home. 

Ten  men  died  from  lung  cancers.  All  were  over  the  age 
of  45  years,  and  most  older  than  sixty. 

The  sudden  death  occurred  on  9th  November,  1956,  of 
Councillor  E.  A.  Baxter  who,  both  as  Mayor  of  the  Borough 
and  earlier  as  Chairman  of  the  Housing  Committee,  had 
contributed  much  to  the  work  of  the  Health  Committee. 

During  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  the  department 
issued  explanatory  pamphlets  to  food  traders  upon  the 
provisions  of  the  new  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and 
systematic  inspections  of  food  premises  were  made  to  follow. 
There  has  been  a  satisfactory  response  by  many  food  traders 
and  caterers  but  the  numbers  of  alterations  and  improve¬ 
ments  gave  token  of  the  need  for  such  a  code  of  regulations. 

In  June  Mr.  Crudgington  resigned  after  a  number  of 
years  as  resident  caretaker  at  Hamilton  House.  As  he  found 
accommodation  away  from  the  offices  it  was  decided  to  have 
a  non-resident  caretaker  in  future  and  to  use  the  rooms  so 
released  for  enlarging  the  public  health  department  on  the 
ground  floor  and  to  offer  the  County  Council  the  first  floor 
rooms  for  clinic  purposes.  Plans  were  also  drawn  up  to 
install  a  modern  heating  system  in  the  main  building. 

In  September  a  claim  was  received  under  Section  106 
of  the  Local  Corporation  Act  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
earnings  of  a  person  who  had  been  required  to  cease  work 
as  a  quarantine  measure.  However  the  claim  was  with¬ 
drawn  after  the  employers  had  decided  to  make  good  the 
employee’s  wages  in  full  for  the  period  concerned. 
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During  the  final  quarter  of  1956  a  disturbing  increase 
occurred  in  complaints  from  the  public  regarding  the  quality 
or  substance  of  foodstuffs  sold  within  the  Borough.  The 
Council  decided  to  caution  one  trader  regarding  contamina¬ 
tion  of  a  fancy  cake  and  to  take  proceedings  in  court  regard¬ 
ing  jam  containing  glass  fragments  and  two  complaints 
alleging  the  sale  of  mouldy  and/or  maggotty  pork  pies. 

The  Council  also  loaned  the  services  (part-time)  of  Mr. 
Ellis  to  the  Kenilworth  Urban  District  Council  to  assist  in 
the  work  of  meat  inspection  there  during  a  period  of  staff 
shortage.  This  period  of  approximately  three  months 
coincided  with  heavy  Christmas  traffic  at  the  abattoirs. 
The  help  given  was  greatly  appreciated  in  Kenilworth  and, 
in  fact,  quite  a  proportion  of  the  meat  dressed  there  was 
destined  for  sale  in  Leamington  Spa  where  there  is  no  licensed 
slaughterhouse. 

Four  major  complaints  were  received  regarding  indus¬ 
trial  smoke  nuisances  and  appropriate  action  was  taken  in 
each  case.  Roughly  two  thirds  of  the  smoke  emitted  within 
the  Borough  comes  from  domestic  appliances  which  are 
either  of  inefficient  design  or  burn  unsuitable  fuels.  There 
will  be  scope  here  for  education  of  the  public  and  giving 
practical  help  to  lessen  the  pollution  of  the  atmosphere, 
while  securing  greater  heat  value  from  each  pound  spent  on 
fuel.  It  is  claimed  that  air  pollution  is  a  major  factor  in 
producing  chronic  bronchitis  a  condition  which  annually 
causes  the  loss  of  countless  working  days  as  well  as  con¬ 
siderable  suffering. 

This  year  saw  the  preparations  for  another  Clearance 
Area  which  was  scheduled  comprising  unfit  house  property 
fronting  or  adjacent  to  the  Rugby  Road,  between  the  Bins- 
wood  Tavern,  and  the  site  of  Strathearn  House.  The  Council 
decided  to  seek  a  compulsory  purchase  order  for  the  area 
and  certain  lands  adjacent.  A  public  enquiry  began  at  the 
Town  Hall  on  30th  October,  and  lasted  two  days. 

Staff. — The  two  vacancies  for  Additional  Public  Health 
Inspectors  were  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  J.  Ellis 
(from  Scotland)  in  April,  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Powell  (from  Evesham) 
in  September.  The  post  held  by  Mr.  F.  C.  Hills  was  re¬ 
designated  as  Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector.  The 
filling  of  the  establishment  enabled  the  work  upon  the 
clearance  area  to  go  on  without  such  serious  interruption  of 
other  activity  as  at  one  time  seemed  certain.  In  fact  much 
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of  the  material  for  this  report  was  made  available  to  me  in 
May  1957  but  unfortunately  personal  illness  has  much 
delayed  its  final  drafting. 

Once  more  I  have  the  pleasant  duty  to  record  my 
appreciation  of  the  help  which  I  have  received  from  the 
Staff  of  the  department  and  other  officers  of  the  Council.. 
Also  I  must  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their 
friendly  interest  and  encouragement  in  dealing  with  varied 
problems  during  the  year. 

1  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  LIVINGSTONE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF 
THE  BOROUGH  OF  ROYAL  LEAMINGTON  SPA 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

D.  Livingstone,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

Borough  Shops  Act  Inspector  : 

A.  J.  Smith,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.I.S.A.A. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

F.  C.  Hills,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors  : 

J.  Ellis,  M.A.P.H.I.  (from  9/4/56) 

J.  T.  Powell  (from  10/9/56) 

Clerk  and  Meteorological  Observer  : 

A.  H.  Stalworth 

Disinfector  : 

W.  Jackson 

Rodent  Operative  : 

P.  Jackson 

Public  Analyst  : 

F.  G.  D.  Chalmers,  M.A.,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C. 
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Borough  of  Royal  Leamington  Spa 


A.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Population  (estimated)  Mid-year,  1956 

Area  of  Borough 

Public  open  spaces 

Product  of  Id.  rate  31/3/56... 

*  Total  number  of  permanent  dwell inghouses 
flats  on  31/3/1956 
Birth  Rate  (Crude) 

Birth  Rate  (Corrected) 

Still  Birth  Rate — Rate  per  1,000  total  births 
Death  Rate  (Crude) 

Death  Rate  (corrected) 


...  38,220 

2,875  acres 
126.42  acres 
£1,587  6s  5d. 
and 

...  11,259 

20.7 
20.1 
14.9 
12.0 
10.6 


Deaths  from  Diseases  and  f  From  Sepsis  ...  — 

Accidents  of  Pregnancy  and  \  ,,  other  causes  1 

Child-birth 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  22.7 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21.5 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42.5 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  — 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  — 


This  year  births  rose  again  while  deaths  remained  about  the  same 
level.  Births  exceeded  deaths  by  337  yet  the  annual  rise  in  total  popula¬ 
tion  was  only  270.  For  the  second  year  therefore  there  is  no  sign  of  the 
large  scale  migration  which  had  continued  to  enter  the  district  for 
some  years  past.  Although  there  are  obviously  many  new  entrants 
into  the  town  from  countries  overseas,  the  new  arrivals  must  have  been 
matched  by  numerous  removals. 

Only  one  death  arose  from  Leukaemia.  Medical  attention  has  been 
focussed  upon  this  condition  in  view  of  research  work  to  which  public 
health  doctors  have  made  a  contribution.  Preliminary  results  of  this 
research  have  suggested  that  exposure  of  the  embryo  or  young  child 
to  X-rays  or  radiation  may  after  a  latent  period  predispose  to  the 
malignant  blood  changes  which  are  the  main  feature  of  this  disorder. 

The  chief  “  killer  ”  diseases  were  once  again  disorders  of  the  heart 
and  blood  vessels  ;  67  deaths  arose  from  disease  of  the  blood  vessels 

supplying  the  heart  itself,  11  from  high  blood  pressure  and  99  from 
miscellaneous  diseases  of  the  heart  or  main  blood  vessels.  The  sex 
incidence  showed  an  excess  of  female  over  male  deaths.  Influenza, 
Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis  claimed  jointly  44  victims.  Five  men  were 
killed  in  motor  accidents  ;  4  men  and  11  women  in  other  accidents  and 
seven  suicides  occurred. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

BOROUGH 


Laboratory  Facilities. —The,  following  examinations  were 
made  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Coventry  during 
1956. 


Swabs  (from  throat  or  nose) 

Positive 

Negative 

Total 

examined  for  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery/Food  Poisoning  ... 

2 

2 

4 

Tuberculosis  . . 

— 

Many  investigations  under  heading  of  Tuberculosis  are 
carried  out  annually  through  the  organisation  of  the  local 
chest  clinic  and  numerous  throat  swabs  and  stool  cultures  for 
dysentery,  etc.  are  examined  in  hospital  laboratories. 

LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  (WARWICKSHIRE 

COUNTY  COUNCIL) 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. — The  following  Centres  are  held 
within  the  Borough  : — 

4,  Hamilton  Terrace  ...  Thursdays  and  Fridays,  2  p.m. 
No.  1  Community  Centre, 

Tachbrook  Road  ...  Wednesdays,  2  p.m. 

Bowling  Club,  Lime  Avenue, 

Lillington  ...  ...  Mondays,  2  p.m. 

Local  enquiries  regarding  Home  Help,  After-care,  Health 
Visiting,  Domiciliary  Nursing  and  Midwifery  Services  to 
Area  Health  Office,  38,  Holly  Walk,  Leamington  Spa  ('Phone 
2998  and  2999).  National  Welfare  Foods  are  distributed  at 
numerous  official  and  voluntary  distribution  points  in  the 
Borough,  details  of  which  have  been  publicly  advertised. 

Ambulance  facilities. — The  County  Council’s  Ambulance 
Depot  at  Lakin  Road,  Warwick  (Telephone  No.  Warwick  86) 
serves  the  Borough  of  Royal  Leamington  Spa. 

Hospital  services. — General  or  maternity  cases  are 
admitted  to  the  Warneford  or  Warwick  hospitals  ;  Tuber¬ 
culosis  patients  go  to  Hertford  Hill  Sanatorium  and  mental 
illness  is  treated  at  the  Central  Hospital,  Hatton.  There  is 
also  a  Maternity  Home  at  3,  The  Butts,  Warwick,  which 
receives  for  confinement  some  women  resident  in  the  Borough 
of  Leamington  Spa.  The  Regional  Hospital  Board  plans  to  close 
down  the  home  at  3,  The  Butts  and  deal  with  future  confine¬ 
ments  at  the  Cay  Block,  Warneford  Hospital  which  has  been 
extended. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water. — The  town’s  water  has  been  derived  for  many 
years  partly  from  a  number  of  deep  wells  or  boreholes  and 
partly  by  abstraction  from  the  River  Learn.  The  latter  is 
heavily  polluted  by  organic  matter,  including  untreated 
drainage  and  sewage,  so  that  filtration  and  chlorination  is 
practised  and  the  purity  of  the  water  is  checked  by  frequent 
bacteriological  and  chemical  tests.  The  delivery  of  bulk 
supplies  to  the  Southam  Rural  District  Council  has  begun. 

1.  The  quality  has  been  shown  by  testing  to  be  pure 
and  good  though  the  water  is  very  hard. 

2.  Bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  are  made 
monthly  of  the  well  waters  and  weekly  of  the  raw  and  filtered 
river  water.  A  typical  analysis  report  is  reproduced  on  the 
next  page. 

3.  The  water  is  not  excessively  plumbo-solvent  and  no 
special  precautions  are  taken  against  this. 

4.  Chlorination  plants  are  installed  at  all  sources  of 
supply.  They  have  operated  satisfactorily  and  no  contamina¬ 
tion  has  been  reported. 

5.  11,464  houses  in  the  town  now  have  an  internal 
piped  supply  serving  37,460  persons.  This  leaves  740  people 
resident  in  187  houses  without  a  satisfactory  internal  supply 
of  water.  New  submersible  pumps  have  been  brought  into 
action  at  Campion  Terrace.  The  new  service  reservoir  has 
been  built. 


CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS 

OF  RIVER 

WATERS 

Results  expressed  in 

parts  per  million 

(8th  August,  1956) 

Unfiltered 

Filtered 

River  Water 

River  Water 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

0.060 

0.012 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.336 

0.176 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  ... 

44.0 

43.0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  ) 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  j 

0.8 

0.6 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Per¬ 
manganate  at  80°  F.  in 

4  hours 

3.0 

1.7 

Total  Solids  drived  at  100°  C. 

770 

760 

7 


Appearance — U.F.C. 

F.C. 


Hardness 


Slightly  turbid. 

Very  slightly  turbid  (few 


small 

particles). 

220 

180 

310 

320 

530 

500 

0.012 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

— 

0.15 

7.79 

7.33 

11.5 

27.0 

129 

108 

Temporary 
Permanent 
Total 

Nitrite  ... 

Metals  ... 

Free  Chlorine  ... 
pH  value 
Dissolved  CO^ 

Alkalinity  as  C03 
Conditions  of  Filtration  Plant — 

Time  and  date  of  sample  :  10-30  a.m.,  8/8/1956. 

Rate  of  Filtration  :  35,000  g.p.h. 

Position  at  which  taken  :  Filter  House. 

Albumia  Dose  :  3.21  grains  per  gallon. 

Copper  Sulphate  :  0.51  parts  per  million. 

Whether  or  not  dosed  with  Chlorine  :  Yes.  1.701bs.  per  hour. 
Residual  Chlorine  :  1.0  P.P.M. 

Sulphur  dioxide  dose  :  0.261bs.  per  hr. 

Immediate  :  0.80  P.P.M. 

After  20  mins.  :  0.70  P.P.M.  Finals  :  0.25  P.P.M. 


Remarks  : 

River  Flow  =  8.0  M.G./D. 
Hazen  Raw  =  40 A. 

Hazen  Treated  =  5A  Units. 
Taste  Good. 


General  Information 


New  mains  laid  in  1955 — 

Y  ards 

Town  Water  Mains 

1851 

River  Water  Mains 

Nil 

Amount  of  Water  pumped  in  1956 

Corporation  Source 

Gallons 

From  Campion  Terrace  ... 

...  90,471,000 

,,  Lillington 

...  103,877,000 

,,  Brewery  Well 

49,451,000 

,,  Teicester  Lane 

...  27,344,000 

,,  River  (filtered) 

...  314,825,000 

„  River  (unfiltered)  ... 

...  62,054.000 
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Other  Authorities 

Taken  from  Warwick  R.D.C. 
Water  supplied  to  Warwick  R.D.C. 
Water  supplied  to  Southam  R.D.C. 


1,211,000 

18,404,000 

14,875,000 


Gallons 


3.  Daily  consumption  of  Town  Water  per 


head  ... 


40.19 


River  Water  supplied  to  Residents  per 


head 


1.37 


River  Water  supplied  annually  to  Rail¬ 


way  Companies 


43,157,000 


Swimming  Baths. — The  total  of  users  is  not  comparable 
with  previous  years  since  the  bath  was  closed  for  alterations 
between  December,  1955  and  11th  October,  1956.  During 
this  interval  it  was  converted  into  a  first-class  competition 
bath  100  feet  long  with  modern  changing  and  refreshment 
facilities.  Between  the  reopening  on  12th  October  and  the 
close  of  the  year  1956,  34,420  swimmers  attended.  The  new 
baths  have  ample  space  for  spectators  in  a  raised  gallery 
surrounding  the  baths.  The  purification  plant  has  been 
found  by  tests  capable  of  ensuring  that  the  bath  water  is 
kept  in  a  safe  condition  for  use. 

Rivers. — Sources  of  pollution  both  inside  and  outside  the 
Borough  were  kept  under  observation. 

Closet  accommodation. — With  the  exception  of  a  few 
cottages  at  Lillington  and  Milverton  the  houses  throughout 
the  town  are  equipped  with  water  closets. 

Scavenging. — The  destructor  plant  was  closed  for 
repairs  and  during  this  period  refuse  was  tipped.  A  reduced 
tonage  was  handled  this  year  when  the  collection  reached 
11,841  tons  of  refuse  as  compared  with  12,384  in  1955.  A 
regular  weekly  collection  for  private  householders  has  been 
maintained. 
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F.  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Incidence  of  Major  Infectious  Diseases  since  1949 
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1949  ... 

— 

2 

19 

— 

16 

— 

5 

1950  ... 

— 

2 

14 

— 

12 

5 

5 

1951  ... 

— 

1 

9 

— 

27 

1 

36 

1952  ... 

— 

— 

46 

— 

11 

1 

35 

1953  ... 

— 

— 

46 

— 

49 

10 

39 

1954  ... 

— 

— 

20 

— 

41 

2 

51 

1955  ... 

— 

— 

36 

— 

36 

5 

38 

1956  ... 

— 

— 

17 

— 

39 

— 

1 

Diphtheria. — No 

case 

has 

been 

notified 

since 

1951 

Immunization  reached  a  high  level  in  1956  reflecting  the 
increase  in  total  births  of  recent  years.  The  total  of  603 
primary  immunizations  is  a  satisfactory  one  and  represents 
the  protection  of  a  high  proportion  of  infants  born  in  the 
preceding  twelve  months.  As  many  parents  also  wish  their 
infants  to  be  protected  against  Whooping  Cough,  a  com¬ 
bined  Diphtheria/Pertussis  antigen  was  used  for  the  majority. 


The  details  were  as  follows  : — 


1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

Children  under  5  years  ... 

603 

564 

538 

306 

Children  5  to  14  years  ... 
Children  given  booster 

54 

101 

97 

20 

doses  ...  ...  ... 

466 

781 

931 

317 

Whooping  Cough  ( Pertussis ). — In  1956,  572  children 
were  given  prophylactic  injections  and  a  combined  Diph¬ 
theria/Pertussis  suspended  vaccine  was  employed  except  for 
children  who  had  already  been  immunized  against  Diphtheria. 

Poliomyelitis. — The  Ministry  of  Health  introduced  a 
scheme  for  prophylaxis  using  a  British  made  vaccine.  Parents 
of  children  born  in  the  years  1947-1954  inclusive  were  invited 
to  register  their  names  and  about  one-third  did  so.  About 
10  per  cent,  of  those  registered  were  immunized  before  the 
end  of  June  1956,  when  the  scheme  was  temporarily  suspended. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Tuberculosis. 


Age 

New 

Cases 

Transf 

Dis 

ers  into 
trict 

Dea 

ths 

Pul- 

Non- 

Pul- 

Non- 

Pul- 

Non- 

Periods 

moil 

lary 

Pi 

il. 

mon 

Lary 

Pi 

jl. 

mor 

Lary 

Pi 

ll. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  ... 

_ _ 

. 

______ 

. 

. 

_ _ 

,  .  _ 

_____ 

,  . 

_ 

__ _ 

1-5 

1 

2 

1 

5-10 

4 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

10-15 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-20 

5 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20-25 

2 

4 

— 

— 

4 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

25-35 

13 

5 

— 

1 

8 

6 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

35-45 

3 

1 

1 

- - 

7 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45-55 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-65 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

- * 

— 

65  & 
upwards 

2 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

38 

17 

2 

2 

21 

15 

— 

3 

3 

1 

- - 

1 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

Cases 

40 

40 

28 

23 

43 

26 

40 

Deaths  ... 

9 

15 

8 

5 

10 

23 

22 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Cases 

45 

43 

42 

38 

65 

25 

46 

Deaths  ... 

17 

22 

19 

11 

24 

26 

18 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Cases 

42 

30 

53 

68 

57 

73 

98 

Deaths  ... 

6 

12 

4 

4 

6 

6 

5 

B.C.G.  Vaccine  was  administered  to  86  persons  of  whom 
2  were  adults  and  84  children.  The  latter  were  all  child  con¬ 
tacts  who  were  found  after  skin  sensitivity  tests  to  have 
little  or  no  natural  immunity  to  the  disease. 

59  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  admitted  for  treatment  at 
a  Sanatorium  and  41  were  discharged. 

The  Miniature  Mass  Radiography  Unit  paid  further 
visits  to  the  town.  The  response  of  the  public  was  again 
disappointingly  small.  This  year  it  was  decided  in  consulta¬ 
tion  with  the  Unit's  Medical  Director  to  make  a  number  of 
short  “  stands  "  in  each  of  several  locations  rather  than  to 
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assemble  the  unit  upon  one  central  site  for  the  whole  time 
allotted.  However  this  produced  no  better  results  in  the 
aggregate  than  were  got  for  less  administrative  effort  in 
1955.  It  is  unlikely  that  Leamington  Spa  will  continue  to 
receive  an  annual  fixture  for  the  unit  if  less  than  3%  of  the 
population  attend.  Probably  no  visit  will  take  place  in  1957 
but  it  is  hoped  to  arrange  for  an  extended  visit  in  1958  to 
be  preceded  by  an  organised  civic  publicity  campaign.  At 
the  present  time  rather  more  than  two  active  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  are  discovered  among  each  thousand  of  persons 
X-rayed,  and  this  proportion  would  be  higher  if  one  could 
bring  to  the  unit  the  groups  of  older  men  and  of  certain 
individuals  by  nature  resistant  to  preventive  health  measures 
who  have  a  higher  incidence  rate  and  probably  take  fewer 
hygienic  precautions. 

The  total  of  notifications  was  very  high  but  there  were 
only  5  deaths.  The  total  of  98  includes  no  fewer  than  39 
transfers.  The  incidence  of  and  mortality  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  is  very  little  above  the  average  for  the  whole 
county  over  a  period  but  it  is  certain  that  there  are  many 
persons  at  large  with  unrecognised  infections  of  a  dangerous 
type. 


MASS  RADIOGRAPHY 

Coventry  Mass  Radiography  Unit  of  Birmingham  Regional 

Hospital  Board 

Medical  Director  ...  ...  ...  Dr.  A.  Gordon  Evans 

Date  of  visiting  Borough  :  September,  1956 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Miniature  Film  Examinations 

Whitnash 

43 

96 

139 

Cubbington 

47 

71 

118 

Lillington 

48 

106 

154 

Leamington 

214 

377 

591 

352 

650 

1,002 

Recalled  for  Large  Film  Examina- 

tions  . 

13 

22 

35 
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Results  of  Large  Film  Examinations 

Male 

Female 

Total 

(a)  No  abnormality  ... 

(b)  Abnormalities  requiring  no 

6 

9 

15 

further  investigation 
(c)  Abnormalities  investigated 

■ 

4 

4 

clinically  ... 

(d)  Did  not  attend  lor  large 

5 

8 

13 

film 

2 

1 

3 

13 

22 

35 

Analysis  of  Clinical  Examinations 

1.  Referred  to  Chest  Clinic 
(a)  Suspected  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  ... 

(■ b )  Other  Chest  Abnor¬ 
malities  (Suspected 

3 

3 

6 

Carcinoma) 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2.  Referred  to  Own  Doctor 

4 

3 

7 

(a)  Pneumokoniosis 

(b)  Pulmonary  Fibrosis 

1 

— 

1 

(non-tuberculous) 

— 

1 

1 

3.  No  Further  Action  Con¬ 
sidered  Necessary 

(a)  Healed  Pulmonary 

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis  ... 

(b)  Other  Chest  Abnor- 

— 

1 

1 

malities 

— 

3 

3 

— 

4 

4 

Total  Clinical  Examinations  ... 

5 

8 

13 

13 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  194S 


Where  elderly,  sick  or  infirm  persons  are  found  to  be  living  in 
neglected  and  insanitary  conditions  and  are  not  obtaining  proper  care 
or  attention  the  Council  has  authorised  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
take  action  in  its  behalf  under  Section  47  of  the  above  act  by  applica¬ 
tion  before  a  magistrate  or  a  court  of  summary  jurisdiction  for  the 
removal  of  the  said  person  to  a  hospital  or  institution. 

From  time  to  time  the  Council  is  called  upon  to  arrange  for  the 
burial  of  the  dead  and  this  action,  under  the  powers  of  Section  50  has 
been  entrusted  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Details  follow  of  10  persons  reported  during  1956  as  allegedly 
without  proper  care  and  attention. 

Case  1.  Miss  M.  T.  B —  (80).  Retired  spinster  had  lived  for 
many  years  by  taking  lodgers  in  rent  controlled  house  of  which  she 
was  sole  tenant.  Owing  to  alleged  arthritis  of  the  hip,  she  became 
bedridden  and  the  house  was  filthy  and  overrun  by  mice.  Owing  to 
lack  of  attention  her  admission  to  hospital  had  to  be  arranged  urgently 
on  Christmas  Eve.  There  it  was  found  that  she  had  an  old,  untreated 
fracture  of  the  right  hip  bone.  This  necessitated  a  long  rest  in  bed 
which  in  turn  led  to  pulmonary  congestion  and  pneumonia  of  which 
she  died  three  months  later.  Meanwhile  the  house  had  been  cleansed 
and  disinfected. 

Case  2.  Mrs.  K —  (87).  Living  alone  and  rather  feeble  after  a 
stroke.  Kept  large  sums  of  money  in  the  house.  No  help  from  relatives 
and  becoming  dirty.  After  spending  some  time  in  a  nursing  home,  she 
was  received  into  hospital. 

Cases  3  and  4.  Mr.  G—  (93),  Mrs.  T —  (83).  Brother  and  sister 
living  together.  Were  not  willing  to  consider  leaving  home  but  had  in 
mind  some  relief  to  allow  younger  to  take  a  holiday.  Matter  passed  to 
Welfare  Officer. 

Case  5.  Mrs.  J — (70  ?).  Refused  to  wash  or  to  clean  her  home. 
Senile  case  with  steadily  deteriorating  home  conditions.  H.V.  asked  to 
call. 

Case  6.  Mrs.  R —  (72).  This  lady  sold  up  her  home  and  came  to 
nurse  her  sister  who  died.  She  then  had  a  stroke  herself  and  became 
helpless.  Niece  living  in  North  with  4  children  came  to  clear  up  house¬ 
hold  affairs.  Young  girl  in  the  house  would  have  been  prevented  from 
starting  her  career  training  if  patient  left  at  home  and  so  admission 
to  hospital  was  arranged. 

Case  7.  Mr.  S — -  (79).  Widowed  10  years  ago.  Living  in  house  of 
niece  who  required  room  for  one  son  and  family.  Various  complaints 
made  of  nuisance  were  found  to  be  exaggerated.  Sad  case  of  lonely  and 
unwanted  old  man.  He  could  not  however  go  into  Part  3  accommoda¬ 
tion  as  it  meant  leaving  a  dog  to  whom  he  was  devoted. 

Case  8.  Mr.  IF—  (76).  Elder  brother  confined  to  bed  for  no 
adequately  explained  reason,  perhaps  result  of  past  intemperance. 
Tended  by  brother  of  73  years  with  heart  disease.  Both  visited  by 
married  sister -living  out  of  town.  Younger  brother  had  stroke  and 
died  in  hospital  and  elder  had  to  go  there  also  for  operation.  Owing  to 
uninhabitable  state  of  small  slum  house,  a  Closing  Order  was  made  by 
the  Council  and  the  man  was  transferred  from  hospital  to  Part  III 
vacancy. 
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Case  9.  Mrs.  W—  (59).  Reputed  name  only.  Apparently  deluded 
as  reports  of  annoying  and  abusing  neighbours  were  received  by  police. 
Placed  under  observation  of  Duly  Authorised  Officer  as  a  case  of  mental 
illness. 

Case  10.  Mrs.  Wr — .  An  epileptic  person  sharing  cottage  with  an 
elderly  couple.  Some  friction  arose  over  alleged  shortcomings  in 
personal  hygiene.  She  was  put  on  District  Nursing  list  but  refused  to 
be  washed  or  attended  by  District  Nurse. 


MORTUARY 

Revised  arrangements,  following  the  retirement  of 
P.C.  J.  Robinson,  led  to  the  appointment  in  January,  1956, 
of  Mr.  H.  Barnett  as  part-time  attendant  directly  employed 
and  paid  by  the  Borough  Council.  The  Council  has  been 
fortunate  in  filling  this  vacancy  with  a  diligent  and  capable 
servant  at  the  commencement  of  a  year  in  which  as  many  as 
120  bodies  were  received  and  116  post  mortem  examinations 
carried  out  on  the  premises. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

Numerous  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  of  which 
about  7J%  fell  into  grades  3  or  4.  Milk  samples  showed  that 
pasteurisation  had  been  adequate  but  the  methylene  blue 
test,  indicative  of  keeping  quality,  was  not  satisfied  by  desig¬ 
nated  milk  of  T.T.  quality  in  a  surprising  number  of  instances. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

SECTION  31 

Tuberculous  Milk  Investigations — Routine  Milk 

Samples  for  Biological  Examination  during 
the  Year  1956 — Nil 


HOUSING,  1956 

Number  of  houses  built  in  the  town  during  1956  : — 

(a)  By  the  Bocal  Authority  ...  151 

( b )  By  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  146 

The  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Corporation  is  2,627 
The  number  of  Prefabricated  Bungalows  is  ...  113 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 

for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1956 

ADMINISTRATION 

Change  of  Title. — The  Sanitary  Inspectors  (Change  of 
Designation)  Act,  1956,  came  into  force  on  2nd  August, 
1956  ;  in  consequence  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  now  known 
as  Public  Health  Inspectors,  a  title  which  indicates  more 
completely  the  scope  of  their  present  duties.  This  change 
follows  one  of  the  minor  recommendations  of  the  Working 
Party  set  up  by  the  Government  in  1953  to  enquire  into  the 
Recruitment,  Training  and  Qualification  of  Sanitary  In¬ 
spectors.  In  their  report  they  describe  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
as  “  a  local  government  officer  whose  duty  it  is  to  secure 
compliance  with  certain  laws  designed  to  protect  the  public 
health.  To  do  this,  he  needs  to  have  a  good  working  know¬ 
ledge — in  many  cases  a  detailed  knowledge — of  certain 
techniques  and  sciences.  The  number  and  variety  of  these 
is  an  outstanding  feature  of  his  work.  Thus  while  not  him¬ 
self  practising  medicine,  architecture,  engineering,  or  build¬ 
ing,  he  must  know  something  of  all  of  them,  and  all  this 
calls  for  a  very  special  type  of  training.  But  first  and  last 
he  is  an  executive  officer,  exercising  control  over  the  public 
in  accordance  with  the  law  of  the  land,  a  control  which  often 
touches  the  pocket  of  the  individual  and  could  in  wrong 
hands  be  very  galling.  It  is  here  that  the  modern  sanitary 
inspector  has  developed  his  own  special  skill  over  and  above 
those  he  borrows  from  other  callings.  The  public  health 
code  is  a  vast  and  complicated  one  and  it  is  the  sanitary 
inspector’s  function  within  his  own  field  to  translate  it  into 
terms  intelligible  to  the  common  man  and  so  enable  him 
to  see  clearly  what  he  must  do  and  how  he  can  do  it  with 
least  inconvenience  and  expense.  The  sanitary  inspector 
must  needs  be  familiar  with  many  trades  but  he  must  also 
be  master  of  one — a  most  important  one  in  a  free  com¬ 
munity — that  of  interpreting  the  requirements  of  the  law 
to  the  citizen  and  enlisting  his  willing  co-operation.” 

An  interesting  event  which  took  place  during  the 
year  was  the  visit  of  twelve  Sanitary  Inspectors  from 
Northern  Nigeria  who  spent  a  fortnight  in  the  town  studying 
public  health  administration  in  this  country.  The  visit  was 
sponsored  by  the  British  Council  in  collaboration  with  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  Association.  Before  leaving  they  expressed 
their  appreciation  of  the  help  and  information  which  they 
had  been  given. 
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Complaints. — There  was  a  reduction  in  the  number  of 
complaints  received  during  the  year,  mainly  of  bad  housing 
conditions  and  rats  and  mice  but  there  was  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  complaints  of  smoke  nuisances. 


Summary  of  complaints  received 

Housing  complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  178 

Nuisances  from  smoke,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  26 

Nuisances  from  animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Offensive  accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  98 

Other  vermin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

State  of  Food  Premises  and  unsound  food  ...  87 

Obstructed  or  defective  drains  ...  ...  ...  61 

Defective  Dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 


Notices. — 285  notices  were  served  during  the  year  and 
again  it  was  found  necessary  to  serve  a  larger  number  of 
abatement  notices  (97)  in  order  to  get  work  done  and 
nuisances  abated. 

Visits  and  Inspections. — There  was  a  marked  decline 
in  the  number  of  housing  allocation  enquiries  and  a  further 
decline  in  the  number  of  visits  of  enquiry  made  in  connection 
with  infectious  diseases. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  smoke  observa¬ 
tions  made  and  in  the  number  of  samples  of  ice-cream  and 
designated  milks  taken  during  the  period  under  review, 
details  of  which  can  be  seen  in  the  summary  which  follows. 

Summary  of  visits  andinspections  and  work  done  during  the  year 


Inspections  of  food  shops  and  premises  ...  ...  571 

Inspections  of  factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Inspections  of  dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Housing  Inspections,  re-inspections  and  inspections 

of  work  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,563 

Housing  allocation  enquiries  ...  ...  ...  ...  95 

Drainage  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  202 

Drains  tested  by  smoke  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

New  dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Visits  re  offensive  accumulations  ...  ...  ...  28 

Visits  re  nuisances  from  animals  ...  ...  ...  10 

Smoke  observations  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Visits  re  rodent  control  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Visits  re  Merchandise  Marks  Act  ...  ...  ...  21 

Visits  re  Pets  Act  ...'  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  443 

Samples  of  food  and  drugs  taken  for  analysis  ...  122 
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Other  samples  taken  for  bacteriological 

examination 

i _ 

Ice  Cream  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

68 

Milk  (Special  Designations) 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

197 

Water — Swimming  Bath  ... 

...  .  .  ♦ 

6 

Therapeutic  Pool 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

12 

Paddling  Pool 

•  •  •  .  •  . 

13 

Others 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

3 

Visits  in  relation  to  notifiable  infectious 

diseases  ... 

38 

Rooms  disinfected  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

36 

Steam  disinfections 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

16 

Books  disinfected  ... 

•  •  •  r  •  • 

340 

Bundles  of  clothing  disinfected  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

29 

Rooms  disinfested  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

242 

Persons  cleansed  ... 

8 

HOUSING 

Steady  progress  was  maintained  in  the  task  of  slum 
clearance.  57  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year. 
Public  enquiries  were  held  in  November  in  respect  of  the 
Rugby  Road  and  Hampton  Street  clearance  areas,  involving 
56  houses  in  the  former  and  12  in  the  latter.  A  detailed 
inspection  of  over  200  houses  in  the  proposed  Althorpe 
Street  clearance  area  was  completed  before  the  end  of  the 
year.  80  demolition  or  closing  orders  were  made  in  respect 
of  individual  dwellings. 

Certificates  of  Disrepair. — Two  applications  were  re¬ 
ceived  for  the  revocation  of  certificates  of  disrepair  and 
both  of  these  were  granted. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS,  1956 

I.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year 

1  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

2  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  1  above)  which  were  inspected  and  re¬ 
corded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula¬ 
tions,  1925 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

3  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 


493 

1,911 


333 

333 


316 
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4  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  re¬ 
ferred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  177 

II.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service 
of  Formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

III.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

A.  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act ,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  177 

(2)  Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  1 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Hous¬ 
ing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  66 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  23 

D.  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 

rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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E.  Proceedings  under  section  10  of  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  (. Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953. 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Action  taken  under  the  Housing  Acts  since  1925 

Houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  253 

Houses  and  parts  of  buildings  closed  ...  ...  59 

Undertakings  given  in  lieu  of  demolition  orders 

and  closing  orders  on  dwelling  houses  ...  14 

Demolition  orders  made  but  houses  not  yet 

demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Basement  dwellings  closed  ...  ...  ...  105 

Undertakings  given  in  lieu  of  closing  orders  on 

parts  of  buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Houses  reconditioned  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

CARAVANS 

There  are  no  licensed  caravan  sites  within  the  borough 
boundary. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

122  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  during  the  year  who  certified  110  to  be 
genuine  and  12  not  genuine. 

Sampling  of  the  raw  milk  coming  into  the  town  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  done  by  the  County  Sampling  Officer  before 
delivery  to  the  pasteurising  plant. 
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Particulars  of  food  and  drug  samples  : — 

Not 


Peaches 

Genuine 

1 

Genuine 

Jellies,  Dessert  Moulds, 

etc. 

13 

— 

Cake  Mix 

4 

— 

Custard  Powder 

5 

— 

Gelatine 

1 

— — 

Curry  Powder 

2 

— 

Baking  Powder 

4 

— 

Beverages 

3 

— 

Sweets  ... 

6 

— 

Essence  of  Rennet 

1 

— 

Headache  Powders  and 

Tablets 

2 

— 

Jam,  etc. 

5 

— 

Sauces  ... 

3 

— 

Pickles  ... 

6 

— 

Dried  Fruit 

10 

— 

Puddings 

2 

— 

Orange  Drink  ... 

1 

— 

Ground  Almonds 

I 

— 

Double  Cream 

5 

— 

Sal  Volatile 

— 

1 

Chemists  Sundries 

11 

— 

Shell  Fish 

2 

— 

Ice  Cream 

5 

— 

Ice  Lollies 

6 

— 

Channel  Island  Milk  ... 

2 

1 

Cream  of  Salmon 

— — 

1 

Crab  Paste 

1 

— 

Buttered  Rolls,  Scones,  Teacakes 
Bread 

and 

5 

9 

Butter  ... 

1 

— 

Cheese  Spread 

2 

— 

110  12 


Totals  ...  122 

The  remaining  stock  of  sal  volatile  was  withdrawn  from 
sale.  The  report  on  the  sample  of  Channel  Island  milk  was 
referred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food, 
Milk  and  Milk  Products  Division.  The  attention  of  the 
importer  was  drawn  to  the  unsatisfactory  labelling  of  the 
cream  of  salmon.  The  vendors  of  the  buttered  rolls,  etc. 
were  officially  cautioned  by  the  Health  Committee. 


21 


UNSOUND  FOOD 


Quantities  and  descriptions  of  food  found  to  be  unsound 
and  surrendered  for  destruction  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption  : — 

Beef  :  216{  lbs. 

Pigs  kidneys  :  28  lbs. 

Bacon  :  31  lbs. 

Cooked  Ham  :  165J  lbs. 

Fowl  :  83J  lbs. 

Corned  Beef  :  48^  lbs. 

Luncheon  meat  :  41-j  lbs. 

Ox  Tongue  :  61f  lbs. 

Fish  :  32  lbs. 

Cake  :  18  lbs. 

Frozen  Eggs  :  84  lbs. 

Apples  :  257  lbs. 

Swedes  :  75  cwts. 

Watercress  :  144  lbs. 

Cheese  :  252-t  lbs. 

Miscellaneous  tinned  foodstuffs  :  1,229 

Reasons  for  condemnation  were  in  the  case  of  canned 
foods,  blown,  holed  or  rusted  cans  ;  in  the  case  of  bottled 
foods,  broken  glass  or  defective  caps  ;  in  other  cases  the 
causes  were  contamination  or  decomposition. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations. — The  routine  inspection  of 
food  premises  continued  throughout  the  year  and  out  of  a 
total  of  530  food  premises,  300  were  visited  at  least  once 
during  the  year.  .  285  letters  were  sent  out  calling  attention 
to  breaches  of  the  regulations  and  it  is  intended  to  make 
follow-up  visits  as  soon  as  possible  in  order  to  find  out  if 
the  matters  referred  to  in  the  letters  have  received  attention. 

Prosecutions. — Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  under¬ 
mentioned  prosecutions  were  successfully  undertaken  and 
fines  were  imposed  in  every  case. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  Section  2. — For  selling  a 
mouldy  pork  pie  not  of  the  quality  demanded  by  the  custo¬ 
mer,  fined  £5  and  costs.  For  selling  a  mouldy  meat  pie 
not  of  the  quality  demanded  by  the  customer,  fined  £10 
and  costs.  For  selling  a  jar  of  jam,  containing  a  piece  of 
glass,  not  of  the  substance  demanded  by  the  customer  the 
manufacturers  were  fined  £5  and  costs.  For  selling  a  mouldy 
meat  pie  not  of  the  quality  demanded  by  the  customer, 
fined  £20  and  costs.  For  selling  a  mouldy  meat  pie  not  of 
the  quality  demanded  by  the  customer,  fined  £15  and  costs. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  borough.  Butchers 
continue  to  use  the  facilities  provided  at  either  Coventry, 
Birmingham,  Stratford-on-Avon  or  Kenilworth. 

Unsound  or  diseased  meat,  however,  exposed  for  sale  in 
butchers’  shop  and  elsewhere  remains  subject  to  inspection 
and  seizure  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  REGULATIONS, 

1949-53 

Licences  issued  during  the  year  under  the  above  Regulations  : 
Dealers  (Pasteurisers)  Licence  ...  ...  ...  1 

Supplementary  Licences  for  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  10 

Supplementary  Licences  for  Tuberculin  Tested 

Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Dealers  Licences  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  33 

Dealers  Licences  for  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  33 

Dealers  Licences  for  Sterilised  Milk  ...  ...  2 

Samples  of  milk  were  taken  regularly  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  the  results  are  set  out  below  : 


Designation 

No. 

Nature  of  Tesis 

Passed 

Faded 

Pasteurised 

65 

Phosphatase 

65 

— 

Methylene  Blue 

55 

5  (5*) 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

59 

Phosphatase 

58 

1 

(Pasteurised) 

Methylene  Blue 

49 

6  (4*) 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

73 

Methylene  Blue 

45 

28 

*  Tests  void  on  account  of  high  temperature. 

Results  of  the  bacteriological  examination  of  samples  of 
ICE  CREAM 


Grade  1 
Grade  2 
Grade  3 
Grade  4 
ICE  LOLLIES  : 


50 

13 

3 

2 

3 


Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Satisfactory 


CANAL  BOATS 

There  are  no  boats  on  the  Register  and  none  were  in¬ 
spected  during  the  year. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948 

Enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  these  Acts  rests  with 
two  bodies,  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  and 
the  Local  Authority,  there  being  well-defined  duties  shared 
by  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Lactories  and  by  Public  Health 
Inspectors. 

Lor  the  purposes  of  the  Acts  factories  are  classified  as  : 

(a)  where  mechanical  power  is  used,  and 

(b)  where  mechanical  power  is  not  used. 

Local  Authorities  are  responsible  for  enforcing  the  pro¬ 
visions  relating  to  sanitary  accommodation  in  both  (a)  and 
(b)  but  other  matters  relating  to  health  are  only  enforced  by 
them  in  (b),  such  as  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature, 
ventilation  and  drainage  in  addition  to  sanitary  accommoda¬ 
tion. 


The  following  table  details  the  work  done  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  during  the  year  : 

Number  on  Number  of 
Register  Inspections 


Lactories,  Class  (a) 
Lactories,  Class  (b) 
Other  premises 


223  6 

125  20 

14  6 


Totals 


362  32 


One  case  of  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  was 
found  and  remedied. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

This  act  is  designed  to  regulate  the  sale  of  pet  animals. 

Local  authorities  have  power  to  grant  licences  to  persons 
to  keep  pet  shops  which  they  approve  and  these  licences 
specify  the  conditions  which  must  be  observed. 

There  were  4  licences  issued  during  the  year  and  9 
inspections  were  made  of  the  premises. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1951 

1,722  inspections  of  properties  were  made  during  the 
year.  The  number  of  infestations  treated  were  as  under  : — 

Private  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  247 

Corporation  properties  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

The  sewers  were  treated  once  during  the  year. 

The  responsibility  for  destroying  rats  and  mice  rests  on 
owners  and  occupiers  of  land.  The  occupier  is  required  to 
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give  notice  in  writing  to  the  local  authority  when  it  comes 
to  his  notice  that  rats  or  mice  are  living  on  or  resorting  to 
his  land  in  substantial  numbers.  The  local  authority  may 
call  upon  owners  or  occupiers  to  take  reasonable  steps  to 
destroy  rats  or  mice  and  to  keep  their  premises  free  from 
them. 

The  department  undertakes  to  destroy  rats  and  mice  on 
private  property  as  a  free  service,  and  on  business  premises  at 
a  reasonable  charge,  but  this  service  does  not  relieve  owners 
or  occupiers  of  their  primary  responsibility  in  the  matter. 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT, 

1951 

This  Act  is  designed  to  secure  the  use  of  clean  filling 
materials  in  the  upholstery  and  allied  trades,  and  regulations 
have  been  made  prescribing  the  standards  of  cleanliness  to 
which  these  materials  must  conform. 

No  premises  were  registered  or  licensed  in  the  borough 
during  the  year. 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926 

Regulations  made  under  this  Act  require  shopkeepers  to 
mark  certain  imported  goods  or  produce  with  an  indication  of 
origin.  The  manner  in  which  this  is  to  be  done  is  laid  down  in 
the  regulations.  Visits  continued  to  be  made  to  shops,  and 
shopkeepers  reminded  of  the  requirements. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

The  department  is  concerned  with  two  sections  of  this 
Act,  one  whereby  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  can 
be  removed  to  suitable  accommodation  and  the  other,  which 
lays  on  the  local  authority  the  duty  of  causing  to  be  buried  or 
cremated  the  body  of  any  person  who  has  died  or  been  found 
dead  in  their  area,  in  any  case  where  no  suitable  arrangements 
for  the  disposal  of  the  body  have  been  made  otherwise  than 
by  the  authority.  One  still  born  child  was  buried  in  such 
circumstances  during  the  year. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 
Report  of  the  Shops  Act  Inspector 

The  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act  relating  to  ventilation, 
temperature,  sanitary  accommodation  and  washing  facilities 
are  dealt  with  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  as  part  of 
their  public  health  duties  but  the  provisions  of  the  Act  dealing 
with  Closing  Hours,  Sunday  Trading,  etc.,  are  the  concern  of 
the  Shops  Act  Inspector  who  is  specially  appointed  for  the 
purpose. 
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Frequent  tours  of  the  town  were  made  during  the  year 
in  order  to  find  out  if  the  requirements  of  the  Shops  Act 
and  the  regulations  made  thereunder  were  being  observed. 
A  summary  of  these  observations  follows  : — 

Sunday  Trading  ...  ...  ...  16 

Half-day  Closing  ...  ...  ...  25 

Evening  Hours  ...  ...  ...  25 

11  contraventions  were  found  and  dealt  with  verbally 
or  by  letter  where  shopkeepers  failed  to  exhibit  the  required 
notices  or  sold  non-exempted  articles. 

In  addition  enquiries  were  dealt  with  relating  to  hours 
of  closing  at  holiday  times,  change  of  half-day  closing, 
exhibitions,  and  mobile  vehicles. 

The  Shops  Bill  made  slow  and  heavy  progress  in  both 
houses  of  parliament  and  it  seems  to  be  unlikely  that  it  will 
become  law  in  the  near  future. 
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METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT,  1956 


METEOROLOGICAL  AVERAGES  OF 


LEAMINGTON  SPA. 


For  the 

76  Years,  1881-1956 

For  the  39 
years,  1912 
to  1950. 

Month. 

Means 
of  Barom. 
9  a.m. 

Air  Temperature. 

Rainfall. 

Sunshine 

Max. 

Min. 

Inches. 

Days. 

Hours. 

January  ... 

29.93 

44  4 

34.2 

2.12 

16 

41.4 

February 

29.96 

44.9 

34.2 

1.70 

13 

59.8 

March 

29.96 

50.0 

36.0 

1.57 

13 

101.4 

April 

29.94 

54.6 

39.0 

1.72 

14 

134.5 

May 

29.96 

62.6 

44.7 

2.02 

13 

179.5 

June 

30.03 

67.6 

49.7 

1.83 

12 

189.7 

July 

29.95 

70.3 

53.6 

2.42 

13 

168.7 

August  . . . 

29.86 

69.6 

52.9 

2.46 

14 

163.2 

September 

29.98 

64.8 

48.9 

2.17 

12 

122.7 

October  ... 

29.96 

57.5 

42.7 

2.44 

15 

92.8 

November 

29.90 

49.0 

37.7 

2.32 

15 

51.5 

December 

29.92 

45.9 

36.1 

2.12 

16 

35.9 

Means  and 
Totals  ... 

29.95 

56.8 

42.5 

24.92 

166 

1341.1 
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Table  II. 


BOROUGH  OF  ROYAL  LEAMINGTON  SPA. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1956  and  Previous 

Years. 


i  % 

Y  KAK. 

1 

Population  estimated  to  Middle 

10  of  each  Year. 

Births. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  District. 

Nett, 

Under  1  Year 

of  age. 

At  all  Ages. 

C 

(V 

£3 

Q 

3 

3 

<V 

8-' 

ci 

Ph 

o 

s 

o 

4 

t-* 

.O 

a 

s 

5 

Rate  per  1,000 

05  Nett  Births. 

Number. 

< V 

cZ 

Ph 

8 

1949 

36,020 

648 

18.0 

24 

37 

488 

13.5 

1950 

36,370 

581 

16.0 

17 

29.3 

463 

12.7 

1951 

36,520 

571 

15.7 

14 

24.5 

507 

13.9 

1952 

36,730 

601 

16.4 

13 

21.6 

461 

12.5 

1953 

37,390 

684 

18.3 

17 

24.9 

432 

11.6 

1954 

37,800 

640 

16.2 

16 

25 

455 

12.0 

1955 

37,950 

697 

18.4 

19 

27.2 

459 

12.1 

1956 

38,220 

793 

20.7 

18 

22.6 

456 

12.0 

VITAL  STATISTICS  IN  ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  1956. 

England  and  Wales. 


B^th-rate,  Death-rate,  and  Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1956. 


(. Provisional  Figures). 


Annual  Rate  per  1,000  Population. 

Live  Still  Births  Deaths  under 

Births.  per  Deaths,  one  year  to 

1,000  Births.  1,000  Births. 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  15.7  23.0  11.7  23.8 
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Table  III. 


BOROUGH  OF  ROYAL  LEAMINGTON  SPA. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year 

1956- 


Notifiable  Disease. 

At  all  Ages. 

Number  of  Cases  notified. 

At  Ages — Years. 

Total  cases  removed 

to  Hospital. 

rH 

P 

to’ 

o 

rH 

tO* 

rH 

o 

-t— ' 

to 

tO 

<M 

O 

»o 

f— 1 

to* 

O 

to 

<N 

»o* 

o 

o 

to 

cr* 
T3  'p 

a  p 

*  $ 
>0  c, 

50  3 

Sma  ll-pnv 

Plague 

Diphtheria  (including  Mem- 

bra  linns  Croup) 

Erysipelas 

. 

Scarlet  Fever 

17 

3 

12 

1 

l 

Para.t vnhnid  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

Pneumonia 

39 

2 

1 

2 

n 

13 

10 

2 

Malaria 

Dysentery 

5 

1 

2 

1 

l 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

i 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

1 

i 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 

Polioencephalitis) 

Whooping  Cough 

55 

24 

28 

Encephalitis  Lethargica, 

Ophthalmia,  Neonatorum 

* 

Measles 

11 

6 

5 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

55 

3 

7 

12 

22 

9 

2 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

4 

1 

: . 

1 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

| 

4  | 

,  | 

l 

1 

1 

i 

Totals 

| 

192 

10 

41 ! 

50 

18 

37 

23 

13 

6 
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Table  IV. 

BOROUGH  OF  ROYAL  LEAMINGTON  SPA. 
Causes  of  Death  during  the  Year  1956. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

MALES 

FEMALES 

1  Tuberculosis  respiratory  ... 

3 

1 

2  Tuberculosis  other  . 

— 

1 

3  Syphilitic  disease  ...  . 

— 

— 

4  Diphtheria . 

— 

— 

5  Whooping  cough  ... 

— 

— 

6  Meningococcal  infections  ... 

— 

— 

7  Acute  poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

8  Measles 

— 

— 

9  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 

2 

2 

10  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

6 

3 

11  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

11 

— 

12  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

4 

13  Malignant  neoplasm ,  uterus 

— 

5 

14  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo¬ 
plasms  ... 

21 

28 

15  Leukaemia,  aleukaemla  ... 

1 

— 

16  Diabetes 

— 

1 

17  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

28 

38 

18  Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

42 

25 

19  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

8 

3 

20  Other  heart  disease 

26 

60 

21  Other  circulatory  disease 

5 

8 

22  Influenza  ... 

2 

2 

23  Pneumonia 

6 

16 

24  Bronchitis . 

11 

7 

25  Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  ... 

1 

— 

26  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

1 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

1 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis . 

3 

— 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

— 

— 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

— 

1 

31  Congenital  malformations 

4 

6 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

16 

18 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

5 

— 

34  All  other  accidents 

4 

11 

35  Suicide 

3 

4 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

All  Causes  . 

210 

246 
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